
The Karate Dollar

Is it Magic, desu ka?

Effect: Have your friend hold a pencil between his two hands. Take out a 
dollar bill and fold it in half length-wise. Tell him that through sheer 
force of will, you will break the pencil with the dollar bill.

Holding the dollar at one end, you karate-chop the pencil with the dollar 
bill, snapping it in two!

Honto desu ka?

Comment: What a great trick. You can do this impromptu (anywhere, 
anytime) and it’s got so much impact and drama. 

This trick is so old, I think George Washington did it as soon as he put 
himself on the dollar bill.☺ However, don’t discount it. I have fooled 
many, many people at parties with this one. Almost no one knows it 
because they pass it by!

What You Need:

 1. A pencil (a relatively new or long one)
 2. A paper note of any denomination.

To Perform:

First, hand your friend a pencil and ask him to hold it very tightly (this is 
important) in the fists of each hand. Tell him to hold the pencil at the 
very ends, but securely.

You take out a dollar bill (or any note, for that matter) and fold it in half 
length-wise, that is so the fold is along the longer part of the bill.
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Hold the dollar in your hand, between your thumb and middle finger. 
Your first (pointer) finger should be free. The fold of the dollar is towards 
the floor.

Next, tell your friend, "I will now karate-chop this pencil in two, using my 
sheer will and this flimsy paper dollar bill!" 

What you will do now is to bring down the dollar towards the pencil on 
three counts. So, you say, "One!", and you bring down the dollar fast to-
wards the pencil, stopping short of contact. 

"Two!", doing the same thing.

Now, bring down the dollar again for "Three!", but as you do, stick your 
free index finger into the fold of the dollar! This will cause the pencil 
to break in two.

You have the strength of many, Grasshopper. Just don't make it obvi-
ous how you did it. 
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